
LIVING FAITH 
October 6, 2024 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
WORLD COMMUNICATION SUNDAY 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY-- Mark 10: 2-12 
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked,  
‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’  
He answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ 
They said,  
‘Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.’  
But Jesus said to them,  
‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.  
But from the beginning of creation,  
“God made them male and female.”  
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother  
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.’ 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.  
He said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another  
commits adultery against her;  
and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
The Gospel passage that we hear proclaimed today is often used as the foundation of 
the Church’s stance on divorce. In truth, this passage is one of the foundations upon 
which the Church’s teaching on Sacramental marriage is built. A true Sacramental 
marriage is built on love, first of all, the recognition that it is the love of God that draws 
us together, and the love of God that calls us into communion. We recognize, however, 
that this is an ideal, and does not describe every marriage. The Church is called to 
accompany married people, to listen, to learn from them, and to be present to them on 
their journeys. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• When you hear the word “love’. What does it mean to you?
• How can the Church better listen to and accompany married couples and

families?
• How do you think couples might best be prepared for marriage?
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World Mission Sunday 2024
 World Mission Sunday is on October 20 this year. Actually the whole month of October is 

dedicated as Missionary Month.  This is a worldwide collection for the missionary church on 
October 20, 2024 that provides emergency aid when disasters strike, cares for refugees in war 

torn countries, and provides rural health clinics and transportation for priests, catechists, 
religious and lay pastoral workers.  It provides financial support for the daily needs of all 
missionaries.  Please pray for the missions and be generous on World Mission Sunday.

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2024

Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource.  E-mail:  Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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On Wednesday, October 2, Pope Francis 
celebrated the Opening Mass of the 16th 
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops in St. Peter’s Square. Delegates have 
gathered for this second and final session of the 
Synod, which will sit until October 27, 2024. The 
opening of the Synod was preceded by two days 
of retreat, led by Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, OP, and 
a Penitential Vigil. The participants will now 
engage in the assembly under the theme: “For a 
Synodal Church in Mission.” Let us join in prayer 
for the synod members, asking the Holy Spirit to 
guide their hearts and minds throughout this 
session. 

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE? 

You are invited to join online for four 
"theological-pastoral forums" during the 
Second Session of the Synod. 

Dates: 
October 9, 1:30 pm -3:15 pm NL time 
October 16, 1:30-3:15 pm NL Time 

Join online at www.synod.va 
Stay tuned for more details! 
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PRAYER OF POPE FRANCIS 
FOR 

WORLD COMMUNCATIONS DAY 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Help us to recognize the evil latent in a 
communication that does not build communion. 
Help us to remove 
the venom from our judgments. 
Help us to speak about others 
as our brothers and sisters. 
You are faithful and trustworthy; may our 
words be seeds of goodness for the world: 
where there is shouting, 
let us practise listening; 
where there is confusion, 
let us inspire harmony; 
where there is ambiguity, 
let us bring clarity; 
where there is exclusion, 
let us offer solidarity; 
where there is sensationalism, 
let us use sobriety; 
where there is superficiality, 
let us raise real questions; 
where there is prejudice, 
let us awaken trust; 
where there is hostility, 
let us bring respect; 
where there is falsehood, let us bring truth. 
Amen. 

Artificial Intelligence and the Wisdom of the Heart: Toward a Fully Human Communication

READ THE LETTER OF POPE FRANCIS HERE
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